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Lewis Structures
Draw Lewis Structures for the following compounds and polyatomic ions.
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Lewis Structures

1.
 Determine type and # of atoms

2.
 Electron dot notation for each atom

3.
Determine total # of valence electrons

4.
Arrange:



C is a central atom



Otherwise it’s the least 
electronegative



H is never central

5.
Add lone pairs so each H-atom has a shared pair and each other atom has 8 electrons.  
Exceptions: B has 6 electrons

NO and NO2 have odd numbers of electrons
6.
Count the electrons.  (They should match #3)

7.
If too many electrons, subtract one lone pair and make a double bond.


If too many electrons, subtract one lone pair and make a triple bond.
